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Squirrel says 


Hello Friends, 
here’s how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 


credit card. 

i PANIC! 
If you haven't got ON 1PA 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 
1). 

Whether you're getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

'f paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. y 
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You’ve read all about the 
animals’ journey to White Deer 
Park, and all the exciting 
adventures that happened to 
them once they got there. But how 
did it all begin? Over the next 13 
weeks, we tell you the story of 
how the animals came to leave 
their true home, Farthing Wood. 


The air was still. A vixen’s cry shattered 
the silence of a frosty winter’s night in the 
woods. She was heard by a lean fox, who 
ran towards her. 

“I need your help,” said Lean Vixen, as she 
led him to a clearing where there were 
several otters, chasing one another playfully 
in the sun. 

“What’s the problem?” Lean Fox asked, after 
a while. 

“They are,” came the answer. “The otters are 
snapping up all the voles. What am I to eat?” 
demanded Lean Vixen. 


Chapter 1: 
Going — 
hungry 


Lean Fox’s eyes widened. “Otters? Killing 
voles?” he asked in surprise. “Why would 
they do that? They eat fish.” 

“How do I know why?” barked the vixen. 
“Because they’re hungry, I suppose. I thought 
you'd be some help,” she sighed. 

“Isn’t there anywhere else you can go? I 
mean, there are voles and mice throughout 
the Wood. Plenty for everyone,” Lean Fox 
replied. 

“It’s difficult poaching on another fox’s 
territory,” Lean Vixen answered, “besides, 
the otters might move on, too.” 


Lean Fox felt he had to do something to help 
the vixen. He trotted forward. The otters 
stopped playing and looked at him, showing 
no fear. 


“Why must you take our prey?” Lean Fox 
yapped boldly, aware that the vixen’s eyes 
were fixed on him. “Don’t you have enough 
food of your own?” 


The largest otter, a mature adult and a sleek, 
healthy-looking animal replied, airily, “No, 
we don’t, and it’s no business of yours.” 


Lean Fox’s hackles rose. “It’s my business, 
because voles are a fox’s staple diet,” he 
growled. 

“Really? Perhaps you’d better improve your 
hunting technique then,” answered the sleek 
otter, sarcastically. 


The young otters began to giggle and tumble 
around Lean Fox, making sure they kept just 
out of his reach. 


Lean Fox returned to the vixen’s side rather 
hastily. 

“I don’t think there’s much I can do at 
present,” he muttered. “They simply make 
me look foolish.” 

“Something will have to be done,” Lean 
Vixen insisted. “Why should foxes give way to 
these ... these ... animal clowns?” 


Otters had always made their home along the 
banks of the stream in Farthing Wood. They 
used to hunt for fish, frogs and mussels. But, 
over the years, their numbers had declined as 
the food in the stream dwindled. Local 
wildlife groups had campaigned hard, and 
successfully, for the otters’ safety. 


As long as there were otters, however few, 
Farthing Wood was protected from 
development by humans. The otters, however, 
were far from being the most popular 
creatures in the Wood. They knew they were 
special, and made sure their neighbours 
knew it, too. 


As the otters grew hungry, they turned to 
hunting on the land. Sleek Otter took her 
three cubs and headed for the woodland. 


Her expertise proved to be deadly to any 
mice, shrews or voles that were scurrying 
through the leaf litter that night. These little 
animals were unaccustomed to the swiftness 
and acrobatics of the otters. All four otters 
caught prey and their appetites were more 
than satisfied. “Fish or no fish, we shan’t 
starve,” cried Sleek Otter. 


And this is when Lean Vixen, who was 
hunting, first encountered them. In her 
astonishment at seeing her territory being 
invaded by a group of otters, she dropped her 
own prey and went hungry. 


“Clumsy fox,” shrilled the cubs. They had 
seen her bungled attack on a young rabbit. 


Lean Vixen growled and bared her teeth. 
“Haven’t you space enough to hunt near your 
den without stealing from me?” she barked. 


An abridgement of FARTHING WOOD ~ THE ADVENTURE BEGINS by Colin Dann, published by Hutchinson Children’s Books at £8.99 


As if by way of an answer, Sleek Otter 
snapped up a fieldmouse and ate it with great 
pleasure. “We’re not stealing anything,” the 
mother otter replied. 


She turned and called to her cubs, and the 
otter family went on their way, chattering 
and laughing merrily among themselves. 


As winter progressed, there was greater 
competition for food. More and more otters 
joined the hunters in Farthing Wood, so 
foxes, stoats and weasels began to suffer from 
the lack of food. 


The foxes were certainly planning to act to 
stop the otters from taking their winter 
supplies. Kindly Badger tried to persuade the 
foxes that they should try to get along with 
the otters somehow. 


But Lean Vixen was determined to outwit 
them. “I'll think of some way that'll halt them 
in their tracks. They won’t be so full of 
themselves — you'll see.” 


All About... 


“VON EZ 


> = , | | 
| fe | | 
xX _ & ail i pein ha 


6¢Hello there. I’m Walrus. You might have seen some of my 
relatives — the seals — but | very much doubt you've ever seen me 
in the flesh, unless you've been to the northern tip of Norway. 
Occasionally, a Walrus might travel as far south as there, 

but usually we stay up in the Arctic. _ 

Like seals, we feed in the water, but haul ff i \ 
ourselves on to land to rest and to give if 
birth (that's the female's job, of course). -~ 
We can stay underwater for about 10 
minutes, but then we must surface for” 
air. How do we keep warm in those — — 
freezing Arctic seas? Well, we have. 
very thick skin and a thick layer of 
blubber. We can also change the 
flow of blood below our skin to 
prevent us losing heat.99 


We males can grow to 3.6m and weigh 
a hefty 1.3 tons. Our females are a bit 
smaller and much lighter. We both have 
tusks, but mine tend to be bigger and 
straighter. Our thick skin is covered in 
short, light brown hairs and we have a 
moustache of short whiskers on our 
upper lip. We males moult our 
body hairs in June and July and 
the females moult later. We have 
a small head, small eyes and 
small ears. Like sea lions, we 
have two pairs of flippers. The 
back ones, which we use to 
push ourselves through the 
water, are huge and can turn 
forwards when we need to 
‘walk’ on land. Both pairs of 
flippers have rough, warty 
undersides to help us get 
a grip on the ice. 


When it’s time to mate, in January or 
February, we males follow a herd of 
females and when they stop to have a rest 
we swim about, calling and signalling to 
them. Then, if a female is in the mood, she 
will leave the ice and mate with a male in 
the water. She does not give birth to her 
pup until the following summer. 

The pup is dark greyish-brown when it’s 
born and its tusks are only about 15mm 
long. It grows quickly on its mother’s rich 
milk, but she carries on feeding and 
protecting it for two years. 

A pup can swim by the time it is two weeks 
old, but often catches a ride by clinging to 
the mother’s neck or back. Or, the mother 
carries her pup between her foreflippers. 


h 


We live in the Arctic, 
among moving islands 
of ice, off the shores of 
Iceland, Spitzbergen 
and Greenland. In the 
autumn, when much of 
the sea is iced over, 
we move south, 
returning north once it 
has melted in the 
summer. We travel in 
groups. Usually we 
males stick together 
and the females travel 
with the young ones. 
When we're travelling, 
hundreds of us often 
crowd together ona 
rocky island to rest. 


All About... 


Tusks 


66Tusks are overgrown canine CHANGING COLOUR into the warmer air, it allows the blood to flow 
teeth. They grow throughout a If you saw a Walrus as it surfaced from a dive in again and its skin returns to its normal colour. If it 
Je Wi ‘ extremely cold water, it would probably look is lying on a rock or island on a sunny day, its skin 
eee 6 rai eae a Be ee almost white. This is because it can shut off the often turns a reddish colour. This is because its 
bd years. An old male’s tusks flow of blood to its skin to prevent it. from losing blood vessels dilate (widen) to help it to get rid of 


can be over 1m long. Walruses “heat in the freezing water. Then, when itemerges —_ some of its body heat. 


use tusks in many ways: as a 
lever to haul themselves on to 
land, or as a hook to support 
them when they’re having a rest 
in the water; as a rake for 
scratching through the seabed 
for buried shellfish, molluscs and 
other creatures; as a defence 
weapon against other Walruses 
during the breeding season and 
against predators such as Polar 
bears or Killer whales.99 


When a Walrus feeds, it moves 
along the seabed, using both its 
snout and its tusks to dig up food. 
Its whiskers are so sensitive that 
they can detect the difference 
between a stone and a mollusc, 
even when they are only 1cm in 
size. As an adult Walrus can eat up 
to 3000 clams a day, it is important 
that they find good feeding sites. 


& Using tusks to rest on the ice. & Using tusks as a defence against predators. A Raking the seabed in search of shellfish. 


There are two cunning puzzles 
here — you'll be taking over our 
puzzle pages altogether soon! 


Joan 


Man: Doctor, | don't feel very well. 
Doctor: Well, what do you eat? 
Man: | only eat eee balls. 
« Snooker balls: + 
Fat 7. have yellow and red balls for 
breakfast, black and brown balls . * 
lunch, and pink and blue balls for inn 2 
Doctor: Ah, now | know what your trou 


ig, you're not eating your greens. 
Sarah Griffin, aged 11 


cock crowing on 
Monday morning? 


404 wy 49 


David Speirs, aged 9 


What did the lion 
say when he saw two 
hunters in a jeep? 
*5}a04m 
uo sjeau ‘pool yQ 


- Kerry King, aged 7 
Abbygail Biggin 


WHO AM |? 

My first is in merry and not in berry 

My second is in doctor and not in daddy, 
My third is in light and not in night, 

My fourth is in meet and also in sweet, 
My whole is a special friend of Badger's. 


Carl Carter 


How do you stop a 


j4aun, hepung 


Elisabeth Jones, aged 12 


THE LITTLE FOX 
One day, CUB 
butterfly and sai 
mone aid, “D 

‘No, said the butte © YOu want to Play?” 


want to Play?” “nN, e 
Then he saw a é 
want to play?” 
fox, and the cy 


David Davies, aged 534 


How do you make an 


EXTRA BY le puff? 

CT FROM A POEM apple puff? 
REBECCA HOUGH, AGED 7% “uapseb ayy 
Badger is old, punod #1 asey9 
tout also bold, Peter Yardley-Jones, 
Adder is strong, aged 6 
_and very long, 


x is really ace, 
or though he hates Scarface, 
No-one likes Lady Blue, 
so to her We say tales 

‘xen is my favour! 2 one, 
anor one of her culos has or 

Last of all we have the bila fi 
’s in charge of the pal ; 
pen will care for you in light or dark. 


shoo shoo, 


Helen Setters, 
aged 8 


LISA MULDOON, AGED 9, SENT IN THIS SPOT THE 
DIFFERENCE. CAN YOU FIND SEVEN DIFFERENCES? 


Oh Weasel, Weasel, you are great, 
Will you be my friend? 

Your funny laugh | imitate, 

And drive mum round the bend! 


Rebecca Corrigan, aged 9 


First snake: Are we supposed to be poisonous? 
Second snake: Why? 

First snake: Because I've just bitten my lip. 
Hayley Parker, aged 10 


Send gallery entries to: 
FWE Gallery, PO Box 1, 

Hastings, E. Sussex, 
TN35 ATV. 


Foxc anh Vine & 
Tanya Upton, aged 7 
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Peter Setters, aged 6 


beginni (ole 
/ are ie with oo so'there’s | ple 
= Of food f for birds, ‘aSiwi ell as for our 


bur-legged forest nds, like the Edit 
(a i oks sory edible to 


* can er on the woodland floor 
old tree falls, , light comes pouring throu 


oe of new plants spring up on the 
ss Ow!s Ch 


can you sp 


You should be able to find 
three moths, two wasps, two 
earwigs and a cranefly 
(woodlice aren’t insects). 


Sy The Tawny owl can 

Winter moths can“ often be seen in 

be spotted from October to December. woodland areas. 

Their brown, patterned wings make them It has black eyes, 

well camouflaged as they rest on the bark of which make it easy 

beech trees. The females don’t have wings, to distinguish from 

and climb up the tree trunk to lay their eggs other owls. Its call is a 

in cracks in the bark. long, drawn-out hoot, 
often followed by a 
‘ke-wick. ke-wick’. 


Sulphur tuft is one of 

the most common 

EE toadstools. It grows in 
aN large clusters on old 
al tree stumps and can 
be found all year round. 
Although it is not 

poisonous, it tastes 

very unpleasant. 


Where sunlight 
reaches the woodland 
floor, rowan, birch 
and bramble soon 

- x Pye . <- 
spring up. Animals are a9 
attracted to the seeds »= abi 
and berries. 


Blue tits are very 

sociable little birds 

and stay together as a 

family group, clambering across branches in Woodlice and earwigs are two creatures that 

search of food. Although their breeding season you will find plenty of on the woodland floor. 

starts in April, you will often spot a second batch Both like to skulk in dark, damp places, but 

of chicks, born in late summer. despite its name, there is no evidence that an 
earwig would ever really ~ 
enter a human ear! 


Oyster mushrooms 
grow in tiers on trunks or 
> They are brownish-grey on 
top with white gills underneath. 
They are often good to eat and are now 
grown specially to sell in shops and supermarkets. (Always 
check with an adult before eating any wild mushroom or 
toadstool, as many are extremely poisonous.) 


Discovering Nature 


KNOW YOUR NUTS: 


There are lots of things you can do 
with nuts, from baking them in a 
cake to growing them into a tree. I’m 
quite happy just to eat them, but 
they’re also very useful for throwing 
at those Grey squirrels. 


Nut trees 


See if you can spot any of these nuts when 
you next go for a walk in the woods. 


-f 


COMMON BEECH > 

Beech nuts are a particular 
favourite of Wood mice 
and Grey squirrels. 


WAZEL 


The hazel tree has 
separate male and 
female parts. The 
male pollen is 
found on long 
catkins that hang 
down from the tree. 
The female part of 
the tree is its tiny red 
flowers. Unfortunately, 
these are so tiny that insects 
often don’t notice them, so the hazel 
tree doesn’t get its pollen taken to its 
flowers. That makes it difficult for the tree 
to make seeds, which it needs to 
produce more hazel trees. 
Help a hazel to reproduce by gently 
shaking a catkin-loaded twig 


¥ while holding a piece of paper ae Ke 
underneath. If the pollen is ripe it will _,* 
These delicious nuts are drop off on to the paper, and you can 


popular with squirrels, mice, then scatter it on the flowers. ) | 
pigeons, jays, pheasants i] 
and, of course, people. | 


> 4SWEET CHESTNUT 
These nuts are often made 

@ into stuffing for your 
Christmas turkey. The 

> Romans used to make 

porridge out of them. 


HORSE CHESTNUT > 
Deer and cattle like to eat 
horse chestnuts, but 
you’re probably 
more used to Y 
> playing conkers 
with them. 


< COMMON HAZEL 


WALNUT > 

The Romans brought 
the Walnut to Britain. 
They prized the nut, 
which they called 
the ‘roya! nut 

of Jove’. 
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COCONUT PLANT POT MICE MOUTHEULS ie : 


@  Youneed an adult’s help to make this, but it’s a good If the Fieldmice had an oven in their nest, you can be sure 
excuse for eating some delicious coconut. they’d be baking these nutty biscuits. 


You will need: ; ETAT RNA as You will need: 
ae large coconut, compost, small pebbles, i __ thick card, pencil, scissors, 75g soft butter or 
trailing plant, thick string. ae margarine, 100g caster sugar, 50g soft brown sugar, 


150g plain flour, 1 egg, 4tbsp peanut butter, 1tsp 
bicarbonate of soda, salt, 2tsp milk, bowl, wooden 
spoon, sieve, knife, rolling pin, baking tray. 


aaa 
\ 


a Trace the mouse template on \ : hy ee oO 
to thick card and cut out. 


r 


1 Ask an adult to put a coconut in a 2 Scoop out and eat the 
@ vice and saw off its top. (Try and coconut’s white flesh (or 

catch the milk as soon as it starts to save it to use for cooking). 

come out, so you can keep it to drink.) 


2 Preheat the oven to 
220°C/425°F/Gas Mark 7, 
Put the butter and both the 


§ Roll out the biscuit 
mixture on to a floured 


two in 
the 


peanut butter. Beat them in 


j b : inch of salt into the bowl. rf It should be about 
middle four sugars into a bowl. Mix them with a wooden spoon. ae ; SUTeCee ES TOU Oe ao 

BQ round ae a Wadden Sener util Add the milk and stir the as thick as a pencil. If it's a 
the edge you have a crumbly mixture. mixture well again. bit sticky, sprinkle some ys 
flour on the rolling pin. Cj 

> , 

u four round . ° 6 Put the biscuits on to an 

the edge ungreased baking tray and P,P 


s 


cook for 15 minutes. 
4a Put two or three small 
pebbles in the bottom of the 
shell and then fill the shell 


3 Ask an adult to drill with compost to just below the Squirrel says 
some holes in the holes, Plant a trailing plant in Ask dult ¢ me 
coconut shell, as shown. — the compost, such as an ivy or a SK an aquit To ™, 


tradescantia. Firm in the compost 
and water it gently using the 
sprinkling rose on a watering can. 


help you use 
the oven. 


WILD NUTS 


Put some nuts together to make a nutty wildlife 
park. Ask an adult to help you use a skewer 
to make holes in Horse chestnuts. 


thread 

chestnuts 

on to string 
4 = 
Gti, 


ROAST CHESTNUTS 


Not all chestnuts are edible - learn the difference by : 
reading Discovering Nature, issue 26. a) 
Once you’ve checked that you’ve got Sweet chestnuts 
§ Thread (and not conkers!), ask an adult to help you roast them. 3 
string through the Make a cut in each Sweet chestnut with a sharp knife 
holes as shown. and put them under a hot grill until the skin WE 4 
\ Use knots (or starts to split and peel. 0 “ 
@ wooden beads) to keep it in Be careful you don’t burn your fingers pipe-cleaners 7 ») 


place. Hang it up in a bright when you eat them. oe aaa - 
spot in your house, but out of SA \ EE) (Gq! 
direct sunlight or draughts. <i, / 3 , - 


walnut 
shells 


J 


B ’ 


felt ears 


1m Don’t forget to keep the q lad 
compost damp and feed your : 
B plant occasionally, 5 
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FOOD GAM 


“You can’t keep Squirrels out of anything,” sai TG 
Vixen. “If they want food, it doesn’t matter how Zid 
difficult it is to reach, they'll get it.” 7 

“1 could think of a few things that would make it 
difficult to get to food,” replied Fox. “Shall we 
ask the Squirrels if they'd like to try out some 


food games?” 
Soa day was arranged and Fox set up his food 
games. Some of the other animals joined in and 


i 


— 


end. Here are some of the food games that 
set up — can you do them? ; 


PULL THE PULLEY 
Which nut does the squirrel get when he pulls 
at the rope — the acorn or the chestnut? 


JACKPOT 

Pair up the objects that match. Then write 
down the first letters of the objects that 
don’t match and arrange them to spell out 


FOOD LINE 

Draw a line from each 
animal to his food — but 
don’t let the lines cross! 


FRUIT MACHINE 

Work out what comes 
next in each line of fruit - 
if all three are right, you 
hit the jackpot! 


Puzzle it out 


FOOD MAZE 

Several animals are trying 
to reach the picnic basket 
in the middle of the maze. 
Can you work out which 
one gets it? 


APPLE CRUMBLE 


You will need 400g cooking apples, 150g sugar, water, 
150g self-raising flour, salt, 75g butter, 
apple corer, pie dish, 
knife, bowl. 


4 Preheat the oven to @ Put the apple slices in 3 Put the self-raising flour ina 


400°F/200°C/ Gas the bottom of a pie dish. bowl with a pinch of salt. Cut the 
Mark 6. Ask an adult to Add 100g sugar and a butter into small cubes and add 
help you peel, core and teacup of water. it to the flour. 


slice the apples. 


COOK’S CROSSWORD @ 
Read the clues and fill in the crossword — 
it’s all to do with food! 


Down 

1 Green salad vegetable. 

2 You make chips from this! 
4 Peeling this makes your 
eyes water. 

7 You do this to stay alive! 


Across 
2 This makes you sneeze. 
3 You cook in this. 


5 You use this in salads - it is red, 

with seeds. vegeta ble 

6 A white grain used in Chinese cooking. d 

8 A sour fruit. neces 7 
plum : 


$ Scatter the crumble 

= mixture over the fruit. | 
wm Bake the crumble inthe | 
oven for 30 minutes. | 


Squirrel says 
Ask an adult to help 
you use the oven. 


= 3 7 
i. S 
\ Pe Sar 
i; nD Base 
4 crumble ES delic ec Bo 
Re ed with custang ous iS oa8 
cer \ of whip org ge a £8 
cont Ped cre 6 ¢. 885 
$P = a) g Sehsee 
oS » §ss998 
Feo sQo'. 
Boye cass 
BeeErysso 
t . ) 
rub the mixture togeth > e563 Ss 38 £9 
fingers until it looks like breadcrumbs. 2285389 Es 


Colour it in =A — 
Ol DEAR 


